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    BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
MEETING AGENDA 

AMENDED 
September 6, 2016 

Municipal Center, Conference Room A 
7:00 p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 State Primary Election Thursday, Sept 8, 2016- Polls Open 7AM – 8PM 
 

 Charter Review Hearing – Thursday, Sept 15, 2016, Conference Room A, 7 PM 
 

 Grafton Economic Development Self Assessment Workshop, Thursday, 
September 29, 2016, 7PM at the Community Barn, 37 Wheeler Road, North 
Grafton 

 

 Farmer’s Market Continues Through October 12, 2016  on Wednesdays at the 
Common 2-6PM 

 
SCHEDULE 

a) Representative  David Muradian  
 

b) Medical Marijuana – Nature’s Remedy  
 

c) Mill Villages Advisory Committee 
 

d) EDC –Discussion of November 2015 Goals 
 
1. APPOINTMENTS 

 
a) Town Administrator  

 
DPW Heavy Truck Driver-Patrick Mahoney 
 
DPW Heavy Truck Driver - TBD 

 

http://www.grafton-ma.gov/
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b) Board of Selectmen 

 
Conservation Commission- Nathan Jaffer 
 
Constable – Sue Fiacco 
 

2. RESIGNATIONS- None 
   
3. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a) Vote to Sign Contract with DRA Architects for Library Design Services- Library 
Planning Committee 
 

b) Vote to Authorize the Town Administrator to Sign a File Storage Contract with 
Datum Storage Solutions 
 

c) One Day Beer and Wine License- South Grafton Firefighters Assoc – Steak Fry  
9/24/16  

 
d) Vote to Award and Sign the Dodson Contract for Design Services for Pine Street 

and Worcester Street 
 

e) Vote to Sign Renaud Contract for HVAC Services 
 

f) Vote to Approve Naming the Intersection of 122/Providence Road & Main Street 
Finn Square. 

 
4. SELECTMEN REPORTS / TA REPORTS 

 
5. CORRESPONDENCE  
 
6. DISCUSSION 

 
Draft October Town Meeting Warrant 

 
7. MEETING MINUTES 

 
8/2 
8/8 
8/16 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
MGL Chapter 30A, Sec. 21(3) 
Litigation Update 
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Litigation Strategy 
Union Negotiations 
Land Negotiation 
Non Union Negotiations 
Strategy for Negotiations 
Minutes 

ADJOURN 

















































     Town of Grafton

Department of Public 

             Works

Memo

To:  Tim McInerney

From: David Crouse

Date: September 2, 2016

Re: HTD/EO

I would like to recommend Patrick Mahoney, 29 Old Mill Rd Sutton Ma. 01590  be  

appointed as a full time Heavy Truck Driver / Equipment Operator  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.



















































































TOWN OF GRAFTON 
GRAFTON MEMORIAL MUNICIPAL CENTER 

30 PROVIDENCE ROAD 

GRAFTON, MASSACHUSETTS 01519 

(508) 839-5335 ext. 1120   FAX (508) 839-4602 

planningdept@grafton-ma.gov 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT www.grafton-ma.gov 

 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO:  Board of Selectmen 

 Planning Board 

  

FROM: Joseph Laydon, Town Planner 

 

DATE: September 2, 2016 

 

SUBJECT: Selection of Consultant for North Grafton Transit Village Master Plan 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________  

 

The purpose of this memorandum is to inform the Board of Selectmen and Planning Board of the selection 

of Dodson & Flinker as the consultant to undertake the North Grafton Transit Village Master Plan. 

 

The Town of Grafton is using funding provided through the Community Compact initiative and the PATH 

(Planning Assistance Through Housing) Grant Program to develop a North Grafton Transit Village Master 

Plan that will examine the opportunities for a mixed use village, focused on the commuter rail station, of 

land held in private and state ownership.   

 

In addition, there is an additional planning element that is being completed for the area around and including 

215 Worcester Street and 1 Hawthorn Road.  This Worcester Street Mixed Use Village Concept Plan will 

examine the development potential for the properties in the project area for mixed use development that 

encourages a mixture of residential and non-residential uses, is pedestrian accessible, and fits into the 

surrounding 1950’s neighborhood, while serving as a gate way to Grafton. 

 

A consultant selection committee comprised of four members of town staff and the chairs of the Board of 

Selectmen and Planning Board conducted interviews with three of the strongest consulting firms that replied 

to the Request for Proposals.  A total of six responses were received.   

 

Dodson & Flinker previously worked in Grafton on the South Grafton Master Plan.  The firm, who will be 

partnering with Brovitz/ Community Planning & Design on this project, provided a thorough response to 

the RFP and impressed the interview committee with their approach to the project and relevant project 

experience.  They were able to relay their expertise in public outreach, land use and economic analysis, 

development of visualizations, and the ability to produce a plan that is able to be implemented.  They were 

also the only firm interviewed that recommended an additional public meeting for the project.   

 

The selection of Dodson & Flinker was reinforced by praise they received from a reference from another 

community that stated the firm routinely worked above and beyond there scope of work in order to produce 

a product they and the community needed and could be proud of.  Planning Department Staff looks forward 

to working with Dodson & Flinker and the Board of Selectmen and Planning Board on this project.  For 

more information on this project, please visit the Planning Department’s Current Studies & Projects page 

at http://www.grafton-ma.gov/planning-department/pages/studies-projects-current. 

http://www.grafton-ma.gov/planning-department/pages/studies-projects-current
















The Board will discuss the Draft October Town Meeting Warrant.

** Rebecca Wilson-Chair of the Agricultural Committee will be here to
discuss the Right to Farm Bylaw.



MODEL RIGHT TO FARM BY-LAW

Section 1 Legislative Purpose and Intent

The purpose and intent of this By-law is to state with emphasis the Right to Farm

accorded to all citizens of the Commonwealth under Article 97, of the

Constitution, and all state statutes and regulations thereunder including but not

limited to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40A, Section 3, Paragraph 1;

Chapter 90, Section 9, Chapter 111, Section 125A and Chapter 128 Section 1A.

We the citizens of [Farm-Town] restate and republish these rights pursuant to the

Town’s authority conferred by Article 89 of the Articles of Amendment of the

Massachusetts Constitution, (“Home Rule Amendment”). -

This General By-law encourages the pursuit of agriculture, promotes agriculture-

based economic opportunities, and protects farmlands within the Town of [Farm-

Town] by allowing agricultural uses and related activities to function with

minimal conflict with abutters and Town agencies. This By-law shall apply to all

jurisdictional areas within the Town.

Section 2 Definitions

The word farm? shall include any parcel or contiguous parcels of land, or water

bodies used for the primary purpose of commercial agriculture, or accessory

thereto.

The words “farming” or “agriculture” or their derivatives shall include, but not

be limited to the following:

• farming in all its branches and the cultivation and tillage of the soil;

• dairying;



Section 3 Right To Farm Declaration

The Right to Farm is hereby recognized to exist within the Town of [Farm-Town].

The above-described agricultural activities may occur on holidays, weekdays, and

weekends by night or day and shall include the attendant incidental noise, odors,

dust, and fumes associated with normally accepted agricultural practices. It is

hereby determined that whatever impact may be caused to others through the

normal practice of agriculture is more than offset by the benefits of farming to the

neighborhood, community, and society in general. The benefits and protections of

this By-law are intended to apply exclusively to those commercial agricultural

and farming operations and activities conducted in accordance with generally

accepted agricultural practices Moreover, nothing in this Right To Farm By-law

shall be deemed as acquiring any interest in land, or as imposing any land use

regulation, which is properly the subject of state statute, regulation, or local

zoning law.

Section 4 Disclosure Notification

Not later than 21 days after the purchase and sale contract is entered into, or prior to the

sale or exchange of real property if no purchase and sale agreement exists, for the

purchase or exchange of real property, or prior to the acquisition of a leasehold interest or

other possessory interest in real property, located in the Town of [Farm-Town], the

landowner shall present the buyer or occupant with a disclosure notification which states

the following:

“It is the policy of this community to conserve, protect and

encourage the maintenance and improvement of agricultural

land for the production of food, and other agricultural

products, and also for its natural and ecological value. This

disclosure notification is to inform buyers or occupants that



the property they are about to acquire or occupy lies within

a town where farming activities occur. Such fanning

activities may include, but are not limited to, activities that

cause noise, dust and odors. Buyers or occupants are also

informed that the location of property within the Town may

be impacted by commercial agricultural operations

including the ability to access water services for such

property under certain circumstances.”

A copy of the disclosure notification shall be given on a form prepared by the Town and

shall be signed by the landowner prior to the sale, purchase, exchange or occupancy of

such real property. A-copy ofthe disclosure notification must be filed with the Board of

Selectmen or its designee prior to the sale, purchase, exchange or occupancy of such real

property. In addition to the above, a copy of this disclosure notification shall be provided

by the Town to landowners each fiscal year by mail.

A violation of Section 4 shall be subject to a fine of $300 and shall be enforced by the

Board of Selectmen or its designee. The Town is authorized to enforce Section 4 under

the non-criminal disposition provision of G.L. c. 40, § 2 1D.

Section 5 Resolution of Disputes

[Applicable only in communities that have Agricultural Commissions.]

Any person who seeks to complain about the operation of a farm may,

notwithstanding pursuing any other available remedy, file a grievance with the

Select Board, the Zoning Enforcement Officer, or the Board of Health,

depending upon the nature of the grievance. The filing of the grievance does

not suspend the time within which to pursue any other available remedies that

the aggrieved may have. The Zoning Enforcement Officer or Select Board may

forward a copy of the grievance to the Agricultural Commission or its agent,



which shall review and facilitate the resolution of the grievance, and report its

recommendations to the referring Town authority within an agreed upon time

frame.

The Board of Health, except in cases of imminent danger or public health risk,

may forward a copy of the grievance to the Agricultural Commission or its

agent, which shall review and facilitate the resolution of the grievance, and

report its recommendations to the Board of Health within an agreed upon time

frame.

Section 6 Severability Clause

If any part of this By-law is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such

decision shall not affect the remainder of this By-law. The Town of [Farm- Town] hereby

declares the provisions of this By-law to be severable.
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RIGHT TO FARM BY LAW

Rehoboth, Massachusetts

Section 1 Legislative Purpose and Intent
The purpose and intent of this By-law is to state with emphasis the Right to Farm
accorded to all citizens of the Commonwealth under Article 97 of the Constitution, and
all state statutes and regulations thereunder including but not limited to Massachusetts
General Laws Chapter 40A, Section 3, Paragraph 1; Chapter 90, Section 9, Chapter 111,
Section l25A and Chapter 128, Section 1A. We the citizens of Rehoboth restate and
republish these rights pursuant to the Town’s authority conferred by Article 89 of the
Articles of Amendment of the Massachusetts Constitution, (“Home Rule Amendment”).

This General By-law encourages the pursuit of agriculture, promotes agriculture-based
economic opportunities, and protects farmlands within the Town of Rehoboth by
allowing agricultural uses and related activities to function with minimal conflict with
abutters and Town agencies. This By-law shall apply to all jurisdictional areas within the
Town.

Section 2 Definitions
The word “farm” shall include any parcel or contiguous parcels of land, or water bodies
used for the primary purpose of commercial agriculture, or accessory thereto.

The words “farming” or “agriculture” or their derivatives shall include, but not be limited
to the following:

• Farming in all its branches and the cultivation and tillage of the soil;
• Dairying;
• Production, cultivation, growing, and harvesting of any agricultural, aquacultural,

floricultural, viticultural, or horticultural commodities;
• Growing and harvesting of forest products upon forest land, and any other

forestry or lumbering operations;
• Raising of livestock including horses;
• Keeping of horses as a commercial enterprised; and
• Keeping and raising of poultry, swine, cattle, ratites (such as emus, ostriches and

rheas) and camelids (such as llamas and camels), and other domesticated animals
for food and other agricultural purposes, including bees and fur-bearing animals.

“Farming” shall encompass activities including, but not limited to, the following:
• Operation and transportation of slow-moving farm equipment over roads within

the Town;
• Control of pests, including, but not limited to, insects, weeds, predators, and

disease organism of plants and animals;
• Application of manure, fertilizers and pesticides;
• Conducting agriculture-related educational and farm-based recreational activities,

including agri-tourism, provided that the activities are related to marketing the
agricultural output or services of the farm;



• production, cultivation, growing, and harvesting of any agricultural,

aquacultural, floricultural, viticultural, or horticultural commodities;

• growing and harvesting of forest products upon forest land, and any

other forestry or lumbering operations;

• raising of livestock including horses;

• keeping of horses as a commercial enterprise; and

• keeping and raising of poultry, swine, cattle, ratites (such as emus,

ostriches and rheas) and camelids (such as llamas and camels), and other

domesticated animals for food and other agricultural purposes, including

bees and fur-bearing animals.

“Farming” shall encompass activities including, but not limited to, the

following:

• operation and transportation of slow-moving farm equipment over roads

within the Town;

• control of pests, including, but not limited to, insects , weeds, predators

and disease organism of plants and animals;

• application of manure, fertilizers and pesticides;

• conducting agriculture-related educational and farm-based recreational

activities, including agri-tourism, provided that the activities are related

to marketing the agricultural output or services of the farm;

• processing and packaging of the agricultural output of the farm and the

operation of a farmer’s market or farm stand including signage thereto;

• maintenance, repair, or storage of seasonal equipment, or apparatus

owned or leased by the farm owner or manager used expressly for the

purpose of propagation, processing, management, or sale of the

agricultural products; and

• on-farm relocation of earth and the clearing of ground for farming

operations.



• Processing and packaging of the agricultural output of the farm and the operation
of a farmer’s market or farm stand including signage thereto;

• Maintenance, repair, or storage of seasonal equipment, or apparatus owned or
leased by the farm owner or manager used expressly for the purpose of
propagation, processing, management, or sale of the agricultural products; and

• On-farm relocation of earth and the clearing of ground for farming operations.

Section 3 Right to Farm Declaration
The Right to Farm is hereby recognized to exist within the Town of Rehoboth. The
above-described agricultural activities may occur on holidays, weekdays, and weekends
by night or day and shall include the attendant incidental noise, odors, dust, and fumes
associated with normally accepted agricultural practices. It is hereby determined that
whatever impact may be caused to others through the normal practice of agriculture is
more than offset by the benefits of farming to the neighborhood, community, and society
in general. The benefits and protections of this By-law are intended to apply exclusively
to those commercial agricultural and farming operations and activities conducted in
accordance with generally accepted agricultural practices. Moreover, nothing in this
Right to Farm By-law shall be deemed as acquiring any interest in land, or as imposing
any land use regulations, which is properly the subject of state statute, regulation, or local
zoning law.

Section 4 Disclosure NotifIcation
Within 30 days after this By-law becomes effective, the Board of Selectmen shall
prominently post in the Town Hall and make available for distribution the following
disclosure:

“It is the policy of this community to conserve, protect and encourage the
maintenance and improvement of agricultural land for the production of food, and
other agricultural products and also for its natural and ecological value. This
disclosure notification is to inform buyers or occupants that the property they are
about to acquire or occupy lies within a town where fanning activities occur.
Such farming activities may include but are not limited to activities that cause
noise, dust and odors. Buyers and occupants are also informed that the location of
property within the Town may be impacted by commercial agricultural operations
including the ability to access water services for such property under certain
circumstances.”

SectionS Resolution of Disputes
Any person who seeks to complain about the operation of a farm may, notwithstanding
pursuing any other available remedy, file a grievance with the Select Board, the Zoning
Enforcement Officer, or the Board of Health, depending upon the nature of the grievance.
The filing of the grievance does not suspend the time within which to pursue any other
available remedies that the aggrieved may have. The Zoning Enforcement Officer or
Select Board may forward a copy of the grievance to the Agricultural Commission or its
agent, which shall review and facilitate the resolution of the grievance, and report its
recommendations to the referring Town authority within an agreed upon time frame.



The Board of Health, except in cases of imminent danger or public health risk, may
forward a copy of the grievance to the Agricultural Commission or its agent, which shall
review and facilitate the resolution of the grievance, and report its recommendations to
the Board of Health within an agreed upon time frame.

Section 6 Severability Clause
If any part of this By-law is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such
decision shall not affect the remainder of this By-law. The Town of Rehoboth hereby
declares the provisions of this By-law to be severable., or take any other action relative
thereto.
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    BOARD OF SELECTMEN 8 

MEETING MINUTES 9 

August 2, 2016 10 

Municipal Center, Conference Room A 11 

7:00 p.m. 12 

 13 

CALL TO ORDER: At 7:00 PM Mr. Spinney called a regular Board of Selectmen 14 

meeting to order. Present:  Bruce Spinney, Sargon Hanna, Craig Dauphinais, Brook 15 

Padgett, Tim McInerney and Laura St. John-Dupuis. Absent: Jennifer Thomas and 16 

Doug Willardson 17 

 18 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 19 

 20 

 Build a Sand Castle Day, Silver Lake Beach  21 

Saturday, August 6th at 1 pm – 3 pm. Contact the Recreation Department for Further 22 

Information. 23 

 Public Forum – Worcester Street Conceptual Roadway Layout Study Thursday, 24 

August 11th   at 7PM at the Grafton High School 25 

 Charter Review Public Hearing, Thursday, September 15th.    26 

SCHEDULE 27 

 28 

One Grafton Common – Parking Plan 29 

 30 

Mr. McInerney stated that there have been a number of ideas. Mr. Szczurko has 31 

designed a few options. We need to decide if we should have angled parking or parallel 32 

parking, if parallel there will be a loss of three spots.  Mr. Szczurko has advised that 33 

backing out into traffic is highly discouraged. 34 

 35 

Mr. Szczurko addressed the Board stating that angled parking is put into place, there is 36 

no law stating that a person can’t back into traffic, the person backing out would be at 37 

fault. Angled parking is difficult because people have to look over their shoulder. 38 

 39 

Mr. Dauphinais stated that the Town set up the one way on the Boulevard as a trial 40 

basis.  If we go with parallel parking, we lose three spots. If we go back to parallel 41 

parking could we make the Boulevard back into a two way road again.  42 

 43 

Mr. Szczurko stated yes we can, that would alleviate some issues. 44 

 45 

 

http://www.grafton-ma.gov/
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Mr. Dauphinais feels the two way traffic is more valuable than the three spaces that 46 

would be lost. 47 

 48 

Mr. Szczurko stated we have plenty of room to reopen to two way traffic. 49 

 50 

Mr. Hanna asks about what if we block off the Boulevard and make it parking. 51 

 52 

Mr. Szczurko stated that having this road open to traffic eases a little bit of traffic, if 53 

closed off, we will need signals. 54 

 55 

Mr. Scott Ricker, Local Access Advocate and Grafton residents addressed the Board 56 

and asked why the Town would block the sidewalk. 57 

 58 

Mr. McInerney stated that we are not blocking the sidewalk. We met handicapped 59 

requirements at the front side of the building. 60 

 61 

Mr. Ricker replied by saying that that individuals with disabilities may want to use the 62 

back entrance. 63 

 64 

Mr. Spinney stated both the front of the back and front of the building are accessible.  65 

 66 

Mr. Ricker stated the state may require putting in a curb cut. 67 

 68 

Mr. McInerney stated we can put a curb cut in to accommodate for handicapped 69 

individuals. Mr. Spinney asked if the Board could consult with Jeff Walsh to give us an 70 

opinion on this. Mr. McInerney stated we can ask and that from a design standpoint, it is 71 

not a big deal. 72 

 73 

Mr. Hanna asked how many cars could fit we were ever to close the Boulevard in the 74 

future.  Mr. McInerney replied saying that you may get 10 cars. Mr. Dauphinais the only 75 

value would be to by Jordan’s Garage to get the space you need. 76 

 77 

Mr. Dauphinais thinks we need to add some structure to that. You can put in a 4 foot 78 

sidewalk and a berm and do the parallel parking and have room to do two way driving. 79 

 80 

Mr. McInerney asked if the Board wanted to have a public hearing to make it a two way 81 

road. Mr. Dauphinais stated the plan with the parallel with the sidewalk can be shown as 82 

a final draft. 83 

 84 

APPOINTMENTS 85 

 86 

Thomas Berkowitz- Heavy Truck Driver 87 

 88 

Mr. McInerney stated that Mr. Berkowitz called the office to say he was not going to be 89 

accepting the position. 90 

 91 

Kristi Lutjelushe- Recreation Committee 92 

 93 
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Mr. Padgett made a motion to appoint Kristi Lutjelushe to the Recreation Commission. 94 

Mr. Hanna seconded. All were in favor. 95 

 96 

RESIGNATIONS  97 

 98 

Damian Pichierri- Heavy Truck Driver  99 

 100 

Mr. Dauphinais made a motion to accept the resignation of Damian Pichierri from the 101 

DPW.  Mr. Padgett seconded. All were in favor. 102 

 103 

NEW BUSINESS 104 

 105 

Vote to Approve Garage Class II License – Ahmad Semrin d/b/a Z-A Auto 106 

 107 

Mr. Hanna read the public hearing notice.  Mr. Dauphinais made a motion open the 108 

public hearing. Mr. Padgett seconded. All were in favor. 109 

 110 

Mr. Semrin addressed the Board stating that he was here for a Garage Class II license . 111 

 112 

Mr. Dauphinais made a motion to close the public hearing.  Mr. Padgett seconded. 113 

All were in favor. 114 

 115 

Mr. Dauphinais made a motion o grant Ahmad Semrin d/b/a Z-A Auto a Garage Class II 116 

License.  Mr. Padgett seconded. All were in favor. 117 

 118 

Vote to Approve Favreau Forestry Contract for Tree Trimming Service 119 

 120 

Mr. Dauphinais made a motion to sign a contract with Favreau Forestry for Tree 121 

Trimming Services.  Mr. Padgett seconded. All were in favor. 122 

 123 

SELECTMEN REPORTS  124 

 125 

Mr. McInerney provided his report: 126 

 127 

 Senate and House passed a budget over the past week. The Town will be 128 

receiving what we thought were going to. 129 

 Special Town Meeting is Monday, August 8th there will also be a joint meeting 130 

with the DPW Building Facility Committee. 131 

 Charter Review Committee meets this Thursday, August 4th at 6:30 PM 132 

 The Carroll Road proposals have been received 133 

 Analysis of the Fire Department Equipment- There will be a public meeting with 134 

the representative who did the analysis in September. 135 

 136 

 137 

CORRESPONDENCE  138 

 139 
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Mr. Hanna read correspondence from Mill Villages Advisory Committee regarding the 140 

placement of rocks at the park without consulting with the Board of Selectmen. 141 

 142 

Mr. Dauphinais stated that he went to see the rocks with Skip Michniewicz who 143 

suggested to Mr. Dauphinais that the town do something to beautify the park and not 144 

150 rocks.  145 

 146 

Mr. Dauphinais stated that the rocks should be removed and that they are not needed. 147 

 148 

Mr. Dauphinais made a motion to direct the Town Administrator to have the stones 149 

removed and have the Mill Villages Advisory Committee come up with a solution if there 150 

is a need. Mr. Spinney seconded. All were in favor. 151 

 152 

MEETING MINUTES 153 

 154 

5/24, 6/7, 7/21 155 

Mr. Padgett made a motion to accept the meeting minutes from 5/25, 6/7, and 7/21. Mr. 156 

Hanna seconded. All were in favor. 157 

 158 

ADJOURN 159 

At 8:05 PM Mr. Hanna made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Padgett seconded. All were in 160 

favor. 161 
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    BOARD OF SELECTMEN 8 

MEETING AGENDA 9 

August 8, 2016 10 

Grafton High School Auditorium 11 

7:00 p.m. 12 

 13 

CALL TO ORDER: At 7:01 PM. Mr. Spinney called the Board of Selectmen meeting to 14 

order. In attendance: Bruce Spinney, Sargon Hanna, Brook Padgett, Tim McInerney, 15 

Doug Willardson and Laura St. John-Dupuis.  Absent:  Jennifer Thomas and Craig 16 

Dauphinais 17 

  18 

Attend Special Town Meeting 19 

 20 

The Board of Selectmen attended Special Town Meeting. See the Town Clerk for 21 

meeting minutes. 22 

 23 

Joint Meeting with DPW Building Facility Committee  24 

 25 

At 7:15 PM the Board began its joint meeting with the DPW Building Facility Committee. 26 

 27 

Mr. Bechard addressed the Board to get a sense of the Board’s position and brainstorm 28 

regarding the DPW building. Mr. Bechard stated that he felt the DPW Building Facility 29 

Committee has fulfilled their charge. 30 

 31 

Mr. Spinney stated that he his sense of what the committee has put together is the best 32 

option for the Town whether or not is passed at Town Meeting. Mr. Spinney also feels 33 

that we need to either remarket, or scrap this plan. 34 

 35 

Mr. Hanna stated that the Committee may need to change something to make it pass. 36 

 37 

Mr. Bechard stated the Committee feels the Board never really took a stand on this 38 

project.  They would like some support from the Board and feels that because there was 39 

a lack of support that may have contributed to the failure of this to pass. 40 

 41 

Mr. Hanna responded by saying that he understands the committees sense of 42 

frustration but feels we can get the building to pass if we cut costs. 43 

 44 

Mr. Clarke asked for direction from the Board and Town Administration. 45 

 46 

 

http://www.grafton-ma.gov/
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Mr. Fair stated that they only have one cost estimate and that they can hire a cost 47 

estimator. 48 

 49 

Mr. Clarke clarified by saying the committee did not get a cost estimate as the building 50 

was not approved. 51 

 52 

Mr. Hanna suggested the committee go back to the consultant to see how/where to cut 53 

costs. 54 

 55 

Mr. Padgett stated that this happens a lot, Town Meeting says no, and then we can 56 

come back with a revamped proposal. This building project was supposed to have been 57 

brought up in a few years. This project did not get support for the Board member who 58 

was part of the committee. 59 

 60 

Mr. Clarke stated the committee was formed in 2012 and that the committee didn’t 61 

move the project up, the Board moved it up. 62 

 63 

Mr. Padgett responded by stating that whomever was a fault, the article failed. We can 64 

either make it less costly or go back with the same plan. 65 

 66 

Ms. Robbins stated that the Board cannot give us a dollar figure. The Committee will 67 

have to go back and see what we can do to make a difference. 68 

 69 

Mr. Padgett stated that people who don’t want the DPW building feel this is being 70 

shoved down their throats.  It is what people think when taxes go up.  We need to have 71 

a better presentation, but look at a cost savings no matter what. 72 

 73 

Ms. Robbins asked if the Board supports the Hennessey II site. 74 

 75 

Mr. Padgett answered by saying that if it was possible to put the new building on Upton 76 

Street that’s a better. If it has to be Hennessey property, that is alright. We could build 77 

and $8 - $10M building at the Upton Street site that is inadequate. 78 

 79 

Mr. Clarke asked if the Board is setting a president for the Board of Selectmen 80 

presenting options. 81 

 82 

Mr. Bechard stated that the Committee could present to the Board the options that they 83 

looked at and then the Board would vote on what would be brought to Town Meeting. 84 

 85 

Mr. Padgett said the Board will still need a time line of what will be rolling off the debt 86 

service and an analysis.  Mr. McInerney stated that the Police Station is coming off in 87 

2016 and the Fire Station 2019. 88 

 89 

Mr. Willardson stated that the Library will probably ask to have an article for the May 90 

Town Meeting. 91 

 92 

Mr. McInerney stated that the estimate for the Wastewater Treatment Facility the cost 93 

estimate was $45M with a huge contingency.  When the bids came back it was $39M. 94 
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 95 

Mr. Spinney stated that we need to find out how much it is going to cost. The Board 96 

needs to make the decisions as to what is going on and off of the debt service. The 97 

Board has to be completely on Board with the project.  Mr. Spinney asked the 98 

Committee what they need from the Board. 99 

 100 

Ms. Robbins asked if the Board was asking the committee to come in October with a 101 

warrant article for funds to do specs. 102 

 103 

Mr. McInerney stated that October is too soon. 104 

 105 

Mr. Padgett explained that $20m is $215 per household per year for over 20 years. And 106 

that he feels the $215 per year will finish all of our capital projects for the next 15 years.  107 

Mr. Padgett stated that the Board needs to be prepared to bring these warrant articles in 108 

May and that we have to do our due diligence.  109 

 110 

Mr. Padgett stated there should be a joint in mid-September along with the Library to 111 

make a coordinated effort. 112 

 113 

Mr. Spinney suggested the third week in September to have that meeting. 114 

 115 

Mr. McInerney stated that in the meantime look for property and look at selling the 116 

Upton Street sight, which could offset some costs. 117 

 118 

ADJOURN 119 

 120 

At 8:06 PM Mr. Hanna made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Padgett seconded. All were in 121 

favor. 122 

 123 












